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Abstract: We report the case of a patient with trigeminal neuralgia who we
successfully treated with concomitant goreisan (an herbal Kampo medicine) and
powdered processed aconite roots (PA). The patient was a fifty-something female who
visited our hospital due to an attack of right upper gingival pain. Although this pain
was then controlled by treatment with carbamazepine, the patient was also revealed to
have chronic hepatitis C; her primary care physician therefore requested that the
carbamazepine was changed in order to avoid drug-induced liver damage. The
administration of concomitant goreisan (75g/day) and PA (05g/day) remarkably
relieved the patient's pain: her score on a visual analogue scale representing pain
intensity decreased after this treatment was initiated. Significant adverse events did
not occur. The goreisan and PA treatment also improved the patient's health-related
quality of life (HRQoL) score on the Short-Form 8 (SF-8) health survey. This
concomitant medication may thus be useful for the treatment of trigeminal neuralgia.
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