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A case report of glossopharyngeal neuralgia managed by carbamazepine and
kampo medicine of goreisan
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Abstract: Glossopharyngeal neuralgia (GPN) has many of the same characteristics as
trigeminal neuralgia (TN) and its pathophysiology is neuropathic pain condition.
Therefore, treatment of GPN is the same as for TN and first-line therapy should be
carbamazepine. Some kampo medicines which dentists can prescribe such as rikkosan,
hangeshashinto, orento and goreisan are suggested to be also useful for the
management of GPN. In this case report, we introduce our GPN management by using
goreisan with carbamazepine. The Patient is a 60-years-old woman. she had been
diagnosed and treated as temporomandibular disorders up to that point, We suspected
her illness as GPN based on the international classification of headache disorders, 3rd
edition; beta version (ICHD-3B) and lidocaine response, and confirmed the diagnosis.
Her pain was relieved by carbamazepine. In the course of reducing and stopping
carbamazepine, we prescribed kampo medicine (goreisan) and got good pain control. It
is probable that goreisan is useful as complementary and alternative medicine of
carbamazepine for GPN management.
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