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Successful treatment of neuropathic toothache managed with rikkosan : a case
report
Haruna ABE*!, Mizuki TACHI*? and Ichiro OKAYASU*?2

Abstract: Neuropathic tooth pain is a type of non-odontogenic tooth pain classified
into 8 categories, and that is neuropathic pain in the teeth. For treatment, anticonvul-
sants and tricyclic antidepressants are the first-line drugs according to the neuropathic
pain guidelines and they are commonly used. The case experienced this time was
referred to my clinic because there was no improvement in tooth pain after root canal
treatment by an endodontist and non-odontogenic tooth pain was suspected. We diag-
nosed the symptoms as posttraumatic neuropathic toothache and successfully managed
the patient with Kampo medicine instead of anticonvulsants. The patient is a woman in
her 40s. Treatment was started with pregabalin, and despite its analgesic effect, it was
discontinued due to side effects. Rikkosan was prescribed as an alternative, and her pain
improved within 2 months. Rikkosan is a dental-specific Kampo medicine that is effec-
tive for tooth pain. It can be used not only for odontogenic but also for neuropathic tooth
pain.
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