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Successful treatment with hybrid therapy combining Kampo medicine and
acupuncture/electroacupuncture for intractable pain : a case report
Masanori OGATA *

Abstract: The hybrid therapy I advocate is a combination therapy of Kampo medi-
cine and acupuncture/electro-acupuncture. I have reported on the successful use of this
therapy in a variety of patients with intractable neuropathic pain. In this report, we
present two cases of neuropathic pain patients with significant functional impairment
due to lumbar spine lesions who were treated with this therapy and achieved early pain
relief. Kampo medicine acts on the metabolic system, while acupuncture and electroacu-
puncture act on the nervous, brain, and endocrine systems. Hybrid therapy, which com-
bines these two therapies, is expected to have synergistic and additive therapeutic
effects on intractable pain.

Key words: hybrid therapy, kampo medicine, acupuncture/electroaupuncture, neuro-
pathic pain, intractable pain
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