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A case of numbness and pain in the oral cavity successfully treated with
Kampo medicines
Uno IMAIZUMI* and Satoshi BEPPU *

Abstract: The patient was a woman in her 50s with a chief complaint of numbness
and pain in the anterior maxillary region. Her symptoms, which occurred after her ante-
rior maxillary teeth were extracted, were thought to be peripheral neuropathic pain,
and amitriptyline was prescribed. She was referred to our department for consultation
because the pain improved, but the numbness remained.

After performing a stellate ganglion block with a diagnosis of peripheral neuropathic
pain in the maxillary anterior teeth and bilateral trigeminal nerve branch II dysesthe-
sia, her symptoms improved slightly, and she was kept under observation. Unexpect-
edly, she returned to our hospital with sudden pain in her left left-side upper and lower
molar region. Under the diagnosis of left-sided temporomandibular disorder type I,
shakuyakukanzoto 2.5g three times daily, powdered processed aconite root 3 tablets
three times daily, and loxoprofen sodium 60mg three times daily were prescribed. After
four months, the pain in the molar area disappeared and the pain and numbness in the
anterior tooth area also reduce. The combination of shakuyakukanzoto with a powdered
processed aconite root improved not only the acute symptoms of TM] arthrosis but also
the chronic pain and numbness in the mouth, suggesting that this is a useful prescrip-
tion.
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